SECTION IV
THE [RETURN TO THE LAND
GENERAL OBSERVATIONS
/TIHE creturn to the land' is very much in fashion at Vichy,
JL where it is the leitmotiv of all official speeches; it is the one
panacea for all our troubles.
The return to the land will restore the taste for family life,
improve the physical health of the nation, and be an element of
social stability. It is from work on the soil that the young will
once more find the true old qualities of the French race. Such are
the pretexts.
The truth is that the development of agricultural production
and the turning of a new body of workers towards this production
are being forced on the Vichy Government by the pressure of
Hitler's demands on the one hand, and on the other by famine and
unemployment. Formulas that in themselves have a certain value
are used to screen measures that are merely expedients. "If
production is not increased rations will fall to a point injurious
to the national health, and particularly to the development of the
young" (Secretary of State for Agriculture, September 20, 1940).
The return to the land again comes up against serious material
difficulties, and in a period when the strength of States lies in
industrial power it constitutes a crime against the Nation.
I. The Ideology of the Return to the Land
The policy of the return to the land is justified, they say, in
official or semi-official phraseology, by
1.  The restoration of family life.
2.  The interests, of the nation's physical and moral health.
3.  The role of the peasantry in the stability of the social system.
i. THE R6u3 OF THE FAMILY
There is no doubt that family life is easily more intense among
peasants than among working men.
The peasant, his wife, and his children all work together, have
their meals together, share in the same effort, have the same
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